A major challenge facing academic libraries is the need for reference librarians to become knowledge experts in their assigned subject areas. The subject-specialist approach increases the effectiveness of collection development, classroom instruction, and faculty liaison interactions. Simultaneously, this approach creates the need for continuous learning opportunities. Conferences organized around academic disciplines provide a direct connection to subject-specific information as well as opportunities for meeting people who share common interests. With the increase in interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary approaches to teaching and research, the authors argue that attending subject-specific conferences is the best way to keep up with information needs in various fields. This article reviews the benefits of attending academic conferences and discusses five strategies for selecting an appropriate subject conference in any discipline. First-person accounts of conference experiences illustrate these benefits. 3 Subject-specific Conferences as Professional Development Librarians attend library conferences for professional development and continuing education, to learn about new trends, new technologies, and to build a professional network. The American Library Association (ALA), Special Libraries Association (SLA) and the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) conferences provide essential tools for growth in the librarianship profession.
Vega & Ruth S. Connell, "Librarians' Attitudes Toward Conferences: A Study" concluded through a survey of 794 people that the major reason librarians attend conferences is "professional rejuvenation and networking" and that financial support was an integral factor in determining whether or not to go to a conference. 6 With the advent of the Internet, virtual conferences are also being explored. Saretzki's 1993 study, "Conferences and Courses on Biotechnology: Describing Scientific Communication by Exploratory Methods." 12 Some literature discusses the value of specific 5 Subject-specific Conferences as Professional Development conferences or the value of specific aspects of conferences, such as the 2008 articles "Exhibits are Valuable, After All," by Anne M. Turner 13 and "Are International Medical Conferences an Outdated Luxury the Planet Can't Afford," by Malcolm Green & James O. Drife. 14 However, in the article "Attending Conferences Outside of Librarianship" Cynthia Tysick (2002) discusses the benefits of subject conference attendance for librarians, their libraries, the profession, and library users. 15 Benefits to librarians include the chance to interact with major authors from a specific discipline and opportunities to build skills that subject area. Tysick states, "Collaboration opportunities, come primarily through networking and secondarily through attending specific events. Conferences are a fertile ground for socializing, which in turn leads to building friendships based on common interests. One thing leads to another and you find yourself discussing a collaboration project with a scholar or fellow librarian." 16 The benefit of motivation is also mentioned. "Immersing yourself in a discipline that you have a connection to, either through academic or work-related experience, is energizing….Without renewed motivation you may become stagnant and even alienated from the discipline you support." 17 Benefits to libraries revolve around collection development and developing relationships with faculty as a way of marketing the university or college library. According to Tysick, "When they [referring to faculty and students] learn that the library has thought it important to send a librarian to "their" conference, they begin to realize that the library is genuinely interested in their needs." 18 Benefits to the profession revolve around knowledge of new and emerging technologies, particularly related to the subject-specific disciplines, which may in turn be implemented in other library areas. Tysick points out, "For example, the librarian working on XML tagging for archaeology…while his topic is specific to archaeology, his findings and those of other librarians working on similar projects can impact the direction of cataloging and indexing." 19 Similarly, knowledge of new additions to subject-specific resources, such as longitude-latitude coordinates in a business database, can also be useful with geography disciplines.
Library users are often dependent on subject librarians to help them with their classes and research. Benefits to the users come from improved collection development, instruction and awareness of current issues. It is through collaboration with peers in subject-related disciplines that we learn about different resources and new ideas in librarianship. Tysick points out, "We can enrich our profession with new "best practices" by sharing what we have learned and how we have improved our own discipline-specific instruction." 20
In the article "The Dilemma for Academic Librarians with Collection Development
Responsibilities: A Comparison of the Value of Attending Library Conferences versus Academic
Conferences," Lucy E. Lyons (2007) compared the attendance of publishers at a subject-specific conference (i.e., American Political Science Association (APSA)) to that of a librarianship conference (i.e., ALA). 21 Her research found that "…university and society publishers of political science materials were found to be six times more likely to attend the APSA than the ALA." 22 The reasoning for this was in part due to "…Presses that appear at subject-specific academic conferences, on the other hand, are more specialist-they produce for the academic market and are often known for strengths in particular subject fields." 23 She further stated "…publishers attending the ALA are generalist--that is, the resources they produce relate to a wide range of audiences and subject." 24 Lyons observes that exclusive attendance in either conference type does have its limitations. According to Lyons, "…exclusive attendance [at subject-specific conferences]…diminishes opportunities for the peer interaction -the fellowship, networking, and skills development received in the company of other librarians…On the other hand, selectors who only attend library conferences risk being exposed to a very small proportion of the literature and publishers relevant to academic subjects, miss the benefits of interacting with scholars in the discipline, and miss an opportunity to become educated on the latest intellectual, methodological, and cultural developments in the subject fields." 25
A Need for Interdisciplinary and Multidisciplinary Training
As areas of research become more diverse, interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary models are being used to integrate knowledge among different subject areas. [26] [27] [28] [29] [30] In their 2006 discussion of this trend, Choi and Pak offer the following definitions: the interdisciplinary approach "analyzes, synthesizes, and harmonizes links between disciplines into a coordinated and coherent whole." In contrast, a multidisciplinary approach "draws on knowledge from different disciplines, but stays within the boundaries of those fields." 28 The Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences often overlap in subject areas and have well- Commercial Databases. One of the most efficient ways to find conferences is to use a database designed specifically for this purpose. For a reasonable subscription Cambridge Scientific Abstracts offers two excellent products that would make a very good addition to any library collection. PapersInvited contains an exhaustive listing of "Calls for Papers" in all disciplines. It is a place where conference organizers, publishers and editors, and other professional bodies come together to place their conference information. Table 1 lists a selection of subjects in the Sciences, each with a selection of conferences hosted by publishers in that field.
Internet Resources. The World Wide Web offers a wide variety of resources related to
subject-specific conferences. Using search engines such as Google or Yahoo! to search for subject-specific conferences can be a viable option (e.g., Computer Science AND Conferences AND Atlanta). Google Scholar (http://scholar.google.com/) retrieves information from educational and scholarly sites. Using the "Advanced Scholar Search" mode in Google Scholar allows the user to select a subject area and perform keyword searches (e.g., conference, meeting, symposium). The information can be refined by using subject headings (e.g., a search for "Conference" [under "with all the words"] and "History" [under "with at least one of the words"] retrieved 45 hits). Academic Faculty Profiles. As previously discussed, attending a subject-specific conference provides a great opportunity to build relationships with faculty in a particular field.
Thanks to the Internet, faculty curriculum vitae can generally be found on university or department web sites, in university digital repositories or even on personal web pages. It becomes a straight forward exercise to develop a list of potential conferences by identifying their society memberships and preferred journals for publication. These societies and journals are often affiliated with conferences. Table 4 is a selected list of conferences attended by faculty from the J. Mack Robinson School of Business at Georgia State University. Print Resources. As always, it is worth noting that not all quality information is available online. Frequently, if a journal or newspaper is available electronically, key information such as letters, advertisements, and of course, conference announcements, is omitted. In addition, many university presses, self-publishing societies and other smaller publishers, particularly in the Humanities and Social Sciences, only offer print journals. In fact, it has been estimated that 40% of all peer-reviewed journals are still only available in print format. 34 The British Library's Index of Conference Proceedings, Index to Social Sciences & Humanities Proceedings, and the Encyclopedia of Associations remain excellent resources for conference information.
Conclusion
As the demand for knowledgeable subject specialist librarians increases, the importance of professional development for librarians increases. Library association conferences provide excellent opportunities for professional networking, but subject-specific conferences provide specific continuous learning opportunities, especially in emerging multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary areas of research. 
Marydee Ojala, "We've

Appendix 1 Personal Experience: 231st National Meeting of the American Chemical Society
While working on post-doctoral research in polymer chemistry in 1998, I taught myself to use some new technology: the SciFinder Scholar database. I was so impressed with this new research tool that I shared it with my colleagues and immediately became the laboratory librarian. Discovering this talent for working with scientific information led me to earn a degree in library science. Since then, I have worked as a Science Librarian at the University of Toronto and Georgia State University.
I am a member of SLA and I occasionally attend that organization's annual conference. However, I find that attending a scientific academic conference provides a unique opportunity to meet people who share common interests, attend cutting edge presentations, and keep updated with subject-specific information. I learn a great deal by attending workshops and poster sessions and browsing the vendor exhibition booths. I especially look for new ideas and innovative technologies that I can share with students and faculty or apply in the workplace.
In March 2006, I attended the 231 st National Meeting of the American Chemical Society (ACS) in Atlanta, GA. Seminar topics ranged from retrieval of chemical information, drug design, organic synthesis, to electronic databases, patents, copyright, and publishing. The ACS has 33 Technical Divisions, each focusing on a specific field of chemistry. In particular, the Division of Chemical Information offered several programs of interest to a science librarian. This division promotes professional competency in scientific information resources, information technology, and information policy.
At a symposium entitled "The Nuts and Bolts of Scholarly Publishing" the distinguished scientist, Prof. George M. Whitesides from Harvard University, gave an engaging talk on writing a scientific paper. Writing tips such as the importance of the first few sentences in an introduction were clearly emphasized, while the addition of personal insight at the end of a paper was highly recommended. Other presenters highlighted their own perspectives toward scholarly publication. I have passed on and applied some of these ideas to the classroom knowing that the first few minutes of teaching are always crucial in capturing students attention and together with small dosages of personal thought and humor keeps the focus alive.
A speaker from a symposium on social software, Teri Vogel, discussed the use of RSS feeds in technology. Her presentation inspired me to try using an RSS feed in my research guides. I converted an RSS feed from an author search alert in the Web of Science into JavaScript. By plugging the script into the research guide, I automatically update a list of the latest publications by faculty in the Chemistry department.
Two training sessions by Molecular Design Limited were very useful to me in learning more about Discovery Gate, the web version of the MDLCrossfire Beilstein database. For example, I learned that when drawing a molecule on the structure editor, you can add multiple atoms by using the shift key. This is a very handy tip I have since passed on to students in the classroom.
The Chemical Abstract Service (CAS) hosted a breakfast meeting for science librarians to announce their latest improvements to SciFinder Scholar database. News that actual spectra has been added to the database and that the MAC version of the software had been updated, was something I was able to share with the science faculty at Georgia State University. At the meeting, librarians were also able to voice their concerns and ideas for possible improvements to the database. One suggestion was to create a web version of SciFinder Scholar for improved
